
 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

equensWorldline enables first co-badged wearable 
in Europe for customers of KBC 

 
 
Brussels, 8 April 2021 – equensWorldline, a subsidiary of Worldline [Euronext: WLN], 
European leader in the payments and transactional services industry, processes contactless 
payments that clients of the Belgian bank-insurer KBC1 can now execute via the first co-
badged wearable in the world, which can be a watch, bracelet, key fob or ring. This means 
that users can easily make payments via multiple payment schemes with various types of 
devices.  
 
KBC is the first bank-insurer in Belgium offering their customers payments via wearables.  
equensWorldline processes the payments and manages the validation and routing of the 
transactions to KBC. 
 
Most user-friendly way of paying 
 
The system is set up in such a way that users can make both Maestro and Bancontact payments by 
linking their wearable to a co-badged2 debit card issued by KBC. When the wearable is linked, 
customers can leave their debit card at home. When making a payment, users do not have to 
choose between both payment schemes. This happens automatically, as is already the case with 
card payments. This makes it one of the most user-friendly ways of paying.  
 
KBC decided to offer client payments via wearables after its successful pilot in 2019, which involved 
1,000 users. The majority of the participants responded positively and half of them said that ease of 
use was the main benefit. 
 
Daniel Braeckman, General Manager BeLux at equensWorldline, underlines the importance of 
contactless payments: “We are proud of this milestone. Paying via wearables has not only become 
more popular due to the Covid-19 crisis, it has also become more important as it is enabling 
contactless payment, while improving customer experience. Contactless payments are the future 
and co-branding is a next important step in the evolution of this payment method. Customers are 
looking for user-friendly payment methods and co-badged wearable payments meet these 
requirements. We are pleased to be at the forefront of this innovation.” 
 
Ivo De Meersman, Director of Payments & Cards KBC Belgium emphasises: "We are proud to 
be the first bank in Belgium to offer our customers this new and easy way of paying. It was a 
challenging project that could only be realised thanks to the good collaboration with 
equensWorldline, among others. Customers with a wearable can now pay for their purchases safely 
and conveniently in a very user-friendly and stylish way. Contactless payments have been on the 
rise since the corona crisis. Where previously one in five payments were made contactless, today 
we see that one in two customers pay contactless." 
 
 

 
1 KBC/CBC/KBC Brussels 
2 Co-badging is the inclusion of two or more payment brands or payment applications of the same brand on the same card-based payment 

instrument. 



 

 

ABOUT WORLDLINE 

Worldline [Euronext: WLN] is the European leader in the payments and transactional services industry and #4 

player worldwide. With its global reach and its commitment to innovation, Worldline is the technology partner of 

choice for merchants, banks and third-party acquirers as well as public transport operators, government agencies 

and industrial companies in all sectors. Powered by over 20,000 employees in more than 50 countries, Worldline 

provides its clients with sustainable, trusted and secure solutions across the payment value chain, fostering their 

business growth wherever they are. Services offered by Worldline in the areas of Merchant Services; Terminals, 

Solutions & Services; Financial Services and Mobility & e-Transactional Services include domestic and cross-border 

commercial acquiring, both in-store and online, highly-secure payment transaction processing, a broad portfolio of 

payment terminals as well as e-ticketing and digital services in the industrial environment. In 2020 Worldline 

generated a proforma revenue of 4.8 billion euros. worldline.com 

 

ABOUT KBC GROUP 

KBC is one of the leading financial groups in Europe. It is a multi-channel bank-insurance group with a geographic 

focus on Europe, catering mainly to retail clients, SMEs and local midcaps. The group occupies significant, and in 

many cases leading positions in its core markets of Belgium, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Hungary, Slovakia and 

Ireland. The KBC group has also selectively established a presence in several other countries and regions around 

the world. KBC employs around 41000 staff and caters for more than 12 million clients in its core markets. KBC 

Group NV is listed on Euronext Brussels. Read more on www.kbc.com. 
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